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GREAT STORY OF ROLAND B MOLINEUX
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FROM HOME TO DEATH CELL ANT BACK TO FREEDOM
ffi

Remarkable Narrative of the Most Sensational Murder Trial that Ever Occurred in the History
Criminal Jurisprudence Involving the Life of a Man Proud and Patriotic Lineage

By DOUGLAS STORY

Your Honor I am prepared to hear you sentence me I arrj not afraid for I am not guilty
Roland Molineuxs words ring today with a significance they did not bear that 16th day of February

1900 when first he uttered them Then they were the calm pronouncement of a man accused and con
victed of murder Today they are the triumphant utterances of a whose innocence has be renounced
by the court

For 354 days Roland Molineux waited in the Tombs the of the hour when the grim Recorder
would say to him i

4 The judgment of the court is that you Roland Burnham Mlliiteux for the murder in first degree
of Katherine J Adams whereof you are convicted be and you hereby are sentenced to the punishment of
death

For twenty long months he lay in the death house at Sing Sing tortured by the elusive hope of a second
trial of a trial where he might disentangle himself from the web irti which he had enmeshed

For sixteen months he has waited in the Tombs the the hour when Judge Lambert would
order his discharge And through ifcalt he bore himself with the air of an innocent man with un
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failing hope with unfaltering courage
7 To read in the light of to

The Terrible Penalty day the full two million
of the Laws Delay words of testimony that form

the record of the first trial
is to read a history of terrible suffering caused by the
laws delay of cruel outrage to the loving hearts that
yearned to the prisoner of the awful responsibilfty
sumed by fallible humanity in appropriating to itself the
functions of the Almighty This is a cynical age but
the man were worse than a cynic who could listen un
moved to those concluding words of the counsel tor the
defendant at the close of the first trial

This defendant stands before you clothed in the
presumption of innocence You are sworn to
this case on facts alone not on guesses inferences and
probabilities You must decide that this defendant alone
is responsible for the death of Mrs Adams if you are to
find him guilty

My task is done The fate of this prisoner is in
your hands guilty or innocent life or death You are
to consign him to a disgraceful and ignominious death
or to liberty

Is there anything more like the power of the Eternal than the power
confided to you I ask you only to consider the facts carefully conscien-

tiously mercifully before yoji speak a verdict that shall cut asunder all
the ties of this mans moans the end for hint and all that are
his

To those of us who remember that the first trial cost the State close
upon three hundred thousand dollars that the cost of the export evidence
alone was fifty thousand dollars that a rich man beggared himself that
his son might have opportunity to clear his name it is appalling to con-

sider the chances of a poor man similarly accused
We have no thought of critioisinir the courts before which the

Molinoiix case came They must act according to the established formali
ties of the law and until the case reached the strong and capable hands
of Judge Lambert circumstances seem to have conspired to make its prog-

ress slow But it is nothing less than shocking that a man who has finally
been pronounced guiltless should lie for nearly fttur years in prison much
of the time with a sentence of death hanging over his head

Roland B Molineux owes his deliverance to the devotion of a father
possessed of the moans to purchase in his defense the most subtle forensic
talent of the day to for him every favoring incident of judicial pro
cedure What hope would there have been for the poor man caught in the
seine net of circumstantial tcatmtoity And yet is it the vaunt of our civili-

zation that justice is meted out alike to the rich man and to the poor God
help the pcmriless prisoner similarly indicted for his fellowman will have
scant mercy

It was a fortunate lot Molinetix when the talent of exGovernor
Black was onlwted in his defense Had this able lawyer been the

counsel at the time of his first trial it is not likely that he would have
been convicted of the murder of Mrs Adams Had not Mr Black takers

part in the second trial MoHnoux might still be under sentence of death
The exf 6vc ors work in this historical ease showed that he is probably
the foremost living pleader in great criminal trials He is a man of such
rugged force such mastery of elemental human power as was Abraham
Lincoln

On the tweBtyelghth day of December W58 a woman woke in a New York
apartment house with a headache sought relief from her suffering and a
ooarder administered a deee from a MUle he alleged bad boon seat him as a
Christmas gift anonymously through the mates The dene eentalBed a deadly
oieon and within an hour the woman was dead

The problem set the police was to trace the poison tram the hand that
placed it IH the bottle to the woman who by meoas of it unwillingly met ber
leach x

All f the elaborate theory sttbeequeatly o tnMted kf tie prsMcmloB WM
founded upon the narrative of eae maa the maajwhe adaaiatetered the fatal po-

tion to the murdered woman
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HOIINEUX SAFE IN WIFE

His Aged Father Goes to
Daily Work as Usual

POLICE STILL GUARD HOUSE

Defense of Son Consumed Parents
Private Fortune But He Is More

Than Satisfied

NEW YORK Nov 12 Two policemen
guarded the MellB bx house last sight
until 6 oclock tote erBl g whea they
were relieved by ether policemen The
bulk of the crowd that thronged the
street last night In front of the house
had gone by 11 oclock and the strag-
glers had all disappeared by 12

General Molineux and two of his sons
left the house at 546 oclock this morn-
ing for the Devoe Paint Works where
the general is a member of the firm and
the young men are employed General
Mollneux shook hands with the police-
men
Im all through Im flattened now The

boy Is aecuitted and there Is BO blem-
ish agalnot him Roland is new ia the
care of Me mother his wife until he
gets his land legs Then he will decide
what he win de I have done ay part
and helped him as stuck as I could
Several places have been offered to me
for him but I have not submitted them
to him yet

Cost a Fortune
The defense of his son IK supposed to

have cost General XoJfneux a sum of
very large IB proportion to his

Means At the time of the art trial
he understood to have owned a com-
fortable competence but In BO HMo a
fortune He declared when otters ef-

flMneial assistance were te Rim
by friends IB the Grand Army and other
circles that he would spend every cent
he had to light for his sans freedom
before he wouM accent aid

Harry Comlohs attack OB Justice
Lambert and Iksrtow S Weeks as a re-

sult of the MoliBeux verdict called forth
today from Mr Weeks this stinging

I de sot Iwtend to enter late a
controversy with a Man of the charac-
ter of CorBfoh We have sot and de sat

OBO the ori-
oeitee we have aclae We
were net after anyones blood We are
sot after Coratehs blood

If he can go through life and get
say happiness out of it be Is welcome

ATTORNEY NILES STILL IN
NEW YORK ON HUGHES CASE

Rdward G Ales the local attorney for
Mrs Louise B Hughes who was recent
ly released from a New York private
sanitarium is still ia New York He Is
sot expected back before the last of this
week

IRISH LAND PURCHASE BILL

LONDON Nov IS In the
COOMBOM today Prime Minister Balfour
announced that Irish land purchase
bill would be the principal government
measure ef the Parliamentary tseaelen of
1903
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COMPLIMENT FIREMEN
ON THEIR GOOD WORK

District Commissioners Pleased
With Exhibition Ap

pearance in Parade

Expresalans of gratification of the Dis-

trict Commissioners over the admirable
made by the Firs Department
xhlblUoadrni neait tho White

Hfitlse yesterday afternoon will be
to the men in a general order

Chief Dutton bas been Instructed to ex-

tend the Commissioners congratula-
tions upon the fine appearance made by
the men and the proficiency shown

The exhibition of the method of oper
ating the water tower showing its
adaptability fpr fighting fires in high
buildings was a revelation to many of
the spectators The tower was pur-

chased over a year ago and has been
used In actual service only once but it
was demonstrated then to be a most val-

uable adjunct to the District Fire De-

partment The occasion wae a Ore in a
large feed house en Delaware Avenue

The tower Is kept at Truck C station
Fourteenth Street and Ohio Avenue It
is equipped with three nozzles which

of the most interesting features
of the exhibition was the demonstration
of the use of the Bowder lifesaving net
Each truck is equipped with a t which
consists of heavy canvas stretched by
a metal rim Fireman Charles Wolz yes-

terday made a twentyfoot jump treat
a ladder of the truck into the net which
was held by members of the company

has been no occasion an yet for
actual we of the but it is appre-
ciated that they may prove a most valu-

able addition to the equipment of a Ore
department in a city where high build
lags abound Chief Dutton witnessed
last year a test In Minneapolis where a
woman jumped sixty feet and was caught
in a net without the slightest injury

Suit Filed to Secure Title to
K Street Mansion-

Mrs Elisabeth R Wiedersheiai and

Mrs Harriet A Knotsly daughters ef
the lute Col Nathaniel MdKay today
Died suit against his widow Mrs Mabol
Grace McKay sad Joseph J F Klein
to enjoin the former from selling or en-

cumbering premises 1311 K Street north-
west and to compel the latter to make
title of the property to the

The court is also asked to re
strain Mrs McKay from placing upon
the land records of th District any ef
the deeds for premises 1311 K Street ex-

cept the one from Howell E and Wil-

liam H Jackson to the defendant Klein
The court is also asked to pass a de

cree declaring the three deeds made by
Kloln to Mrs McKay conveying the
property to her Invalid and void

The circumstances relative to the pur
chase of the property by Colonel Mc

Kay his having the title made to Jo-

seph J F Klein the reconveyance of
it to himself and tho making of leeds for
it to Mrs McKay which have heretofore
bees published are recited in peti-

tion Cole DonaMsoa are named as
counsel for the complainant
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INSPECTOR OFFICE-

Mr Simmons Makes Com
plaint to Commissioners

r

LONG FOR PERMITS

Laws Faulty No Necessity That Plans
Go to Secretary of War Mr

Ashfords Reply

The District Cemmfseieners today re-

ceived a ceaMauBfeatien from Leo Sir
BMMIS attorney for several builders of
this city cotaplalaiag ef the slowness
or the Building Department IB leasing
permits He states that some of his eli

have waited than lour weeks
to obtain their permits for building pur-
poses

Mr Simmons adds that he dees not

to any person in particular or to say
that it Is t fault ef the Inspxtor of
Buildings or of Ida aubordioates but Be
declares that there is something wrong
He says his clients complain about the
complicated requirements of the baud
lag regulations and cites the prevision
that permits for certain classes of work
be approved by the War Department
He calls attention to the fact that eves
before steps eaR be v laced in fret of a
bulMiBg over the parking line the

Unnecessary Regulations
Such a regulation he declares Is en

tirely unnecessary for the Commis-
sioners he thinks are competent to
judge of matters Mr Simmons
suggests tht an amendment to this taw
requiring that more than
lye feet beyond bwiMisg line be sub-
mitted to the Secretary of War would
be reasonable and that objections loss
than this should be left to the discre-
tion of the

There are many other things required

and burdensowe IB Mr Slw
Mans epIaioR He suggests that a Mar
Ing be gives to parties interested with-
a view to a preeentatiou of the ijctl
for the of the Beard of

HtlseioHorn-
Seewdea At Nford Inspector of BuiM

lam IB upon Mr Simmons
letter this afternoon that IB neSts
ary procedure a permit for a dwelling

the ofllee IB three or four days and the
permit for a big oiMce bwiMtB is kissed
within ten Jays after the application te

IB eases where applicants are
called apes to wilt four weeks for a per
mit there is invariably ou ethiBg
wrong with the plans To rectify

causes delay which is set due to
any fault of the ofBee he

The Question of Projections
With reference to the question of pre

jectiona Mr Ashford suggests there te-

a strange contradiction IB the
That which Mr StianoBs ones reoMlros
all projections beyond the building lies

Other statutes place the central of the
perking in hands cf tb CoBuni-
sioflera Mr Atriiford says there is only

class ot projections which ongfct to
be referred to the Secretary of War

this Is on buildings which front e
the parks owned sad controlled by the
United States Government
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Four Years Lost
tLire

The Law Now

Gives Him a Badge

oflnnoGeice

HE IS AGAIN ON FOOTING
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ODELL AND PLATT HOLD

CONFERENCE TODAY

Governor of New York Favors Latters
Return to the United States

Senate

NEW YORK Nov 12 Geveraor Odell
me to this otty yesterday afternoon to

attend the chamber of commerce

ay fer a eoDferesflB
tee Phttt and other Rep feH an

Governor Ode is not a candidate for
the United States Senate His position
was announced by the governor himself
at the Avenue Hotel

I am In favor of Senator PUis
and I have BO doubt he wilt be

reelected I know of BO one who Is
opposed to his return The relations be
tween the Senator and myself are as
they always have of the friendliest
nature

WHITE OFFICEHOLDERS

Fear the President Will Con-

tinue Crusade

CHATTATtOOOA NOT 12 X

that Roosevelt Is removing
Federal otteohoMers IB Atabaaa wise

loaders in the Uly white
seat there is roach anxiety among
still holding oAces as to their future

Dr J W Hughes postmaster at Bir-
mingham W S Reese district attor-
ney at Montgomery and Frank Sins
moos United States marshal at Mobile
have pretalastly identified with the
opposition to the negroes and politi-
cians think they will be the next to go

ENTRIES FOR THE RACES

AT BENNING TOMORROW-

First ages six aad onehalf
furlongs Forward 1 Watkins Over
tea 1 TugBi Bey White Ghost

QiBketo Pigeon Poet 138 Paul
Clifford 12C Hackeoeack J S ChmrsMl
97 wad IM-

SecoBd ra TweyeoroWs six fur-
longs Mrs Frank Foster 1W Dtaksle-
M9 Lady Sarah BosoiBO M Ink
112 Saccharos oter 112 The Guide 112
Dramatist Hackeaoack sat Qtst
crack 111 and of Kendal 112

Third r co High weight Handicap a
mile Mad forty yar Dahlia Young
Henry Carbuncle 128 G Whittler
12 NeveroMre 1M Captain AraoM
IIi Examiner 112 First Chord 114

Bet Hcvard sad Gates 1M
Fourth race selling twoyeoroW

six furlongs Reckless 1 3 Dark
lit Hilarity Chicle

162 height Girl 1 2 CI c BB tws-
10S Captivator 18 Turnpike 1 6-
Trapcatet 17 TOBCBB 115 Bad Wat
kla Overtoo MS The cats
start BS any of the above ho with
draws Cadtfte Bender 1 2 Might
True 1 7 Zealotry W Bad Saarkles
her

Fiftl ra e Seiliag for threeyear-
o4s ar upward B mile od fifty yards
Bar INc 17 of the Oartor
112 Gc4dy 17 Musloora Great
AmerJcBC l kapperecktfr 112 Wa
tertoB 112 Court Maid 197 C Kaaaa
feM 1M stay 1O4 H L Oateaan
J 5 and Potentate 14

Sixth nee Ht4ican faor years and
ui Mite and a farlonr Dovro 1t
St FInn 1 CoMt Md U GoM Cmr-
etti draaias 114 Carbuncle 114 The
Hucaraot 112 Jim Clark If Major
Kaaat 1M Proroat 1 Oapwali 1M
and siko IS
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He Fears Excursionists Will
Scare Away Bears

VETOESGOVERNORS PLANS

Prefers to Hunt Alone Thus
Governor Longino Who

Had Along

PITTSBURG Pa Xov 12 On board
the Presidents President
Heoevek arose this morning slightly

through the smoky Iron district of
Pennsylvania As soon as he finished
breakfast with Secretary Cortelyou and
Dr Lang the President pitched Into
his eorrespoadence and during the day
will clean up all his official work so

ceediag he may devote his entire attea
tioa to the bears and panthers that
are lurking in the Mississippi

For prudential reasons the President
desires to keep his exact destination
a secret for the present It may be said
that Ms will be pitched about 190
mites from X zapfiis 1C the location of

public
the PreeMeat fears excursions would be
TUB upon Me trail and what bears there
are In that section might be seared away
no matter how fierce and bold they
might be under ordinary circumstances-

It was for this very reason that the
President vetoed the plans of Governor
Loaglae and Me associates who had
prepared to bust with hint

out the hunt would have resolved itself
late aa armed convention Dozens of
men would have joined the party and
swamps have been beaten clean
of every living thing The ga e would
have bees driven into the clearings by
the army of gunners and all the real

would have been eliminated Under
the prevent plan the hunting party will
consist of only three or four persons at
the

President Fish of the Illinois Central
Railroad who will entertain the Presi-
dent IB MiestsfAppi will meet the petty
at XeatpMc

CHINESE MINISTRY TO BE
VACANT ABOUT SIX WEEKS

Sir Liang Chag who succeeds Mr Wu
as minister from is expected to
reach Washington about January 1 next
Mr Wu the retiring minister Trill leave
Washington for San Francisco next
Tuoooay

DENIED BY SENATOR PRITCHARD
ScBator PrRchard ef North Carolina

says there is NO truth in the statement
that he te indignant with the Admini-
stration because of the treatment he re
eeiv d hi campaign reeeatly closed
His relations with the President ho

are mast cordial
It is the Intention of the Senator to

return to North Carolina at the end of
Ids term ad resume the practice of law
He will coBtiBue to be a factor in tho
politics of the State

KAISER GOES GUNNING

LONDON Nov li The Kaiser again
west hoottag njoraing Splendii
weather prevailed
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